
FLNC MINUTES, 03-13-13 

   Attendance: Michael Andrewsky, Robert Pavonarnick, Anne 

Demarais, Pam Mount, Linda Burroughs, Teresita Bastides-Heron, Sue 

Herrmann, Linda Townsend, Steve Groeger, Rick Dutko, Linda 

Townsend, Virginia Tomat-Kelly, John Gaskins 

Deck Presentation: Michael and Rob of HDR plan to start 

construction from the middle of May to early June. The deck should be 

ready for the start of the Summer Family Nights series. Bert Nini will be 

the contractor overseeing. The drawings are 98% complete and hopefully 

Lawrence Township will have 2 months to review and issue the permit. 

Some storage space has been added. The decking will be Trex and the 

pavers either pre-cast concrete or natural stone.  

Two Pizzathons are scheduled at their office to raise funds and a bake 

sale is planned for early April. An I-pod raffle may also take place. 

GEPNA or Sustainable Lawrence may be able to help accept funds for 

donors who must send it to a 501(c)(3) organization. The deck account 

currently has about $10,000 and about $5000-6000 more is needed. Steve 

Groeger suggested we approach The Lawrenceville School and Rider 

University and Pam pointed out that The Lawrence Township Community 

Foundation may be able to help. Funds that come directly from FLNC 

accounts can be paid more quickly than funds that are being held for us by 

the Township. 

Calendar: Tomorrow is the Ben Franklin School Math Event. 

Sustainable Lawrence’s Living Local Expo will be held March 23rd  at 12 

noon to 4 PM. On April 22nd we have an Earth Day Hike. On May 5th from 

12 noon to 4 PM, Diversity Day will take place at the High School. On 

May 11 from noon to 4 pm we will have the Mother Nature Festival. Linda 

Townsend will have the Mad Science Event on April 28th.  There is no 



Education Committee meeting on 3/26/13 due to Passover. 

For Summer Family Nights there are 9 Tuesdays in July and August. 

We need to start finding FLNC host members—so start signing up. 

Newsletters and Communications: Three different formats were 

passed out. A decision on this is postponed until next time. 

Naturalist’s Report: Rick has a number of math related projects 

planned for the Ben Franklin School Event. The birder programs are done 

and we are out of bird seed. It might be wise to postpone the mowing of 

the meadow lest some turtles be killed. A trail clean up may happen soon. 

Non-profit status: Sue contacted Rachel Stark about getting 501(c)(3) 

status. The total cost would likely be around $4000. Sue also asked a 

number of Nature Center Administrators for advice. Sue noted that we can 

get more grants by becoming a 501(c)(3). Pam and Linda Townsend noted 

that there are ongoing reports that have to be done. Pam says she believes 

that the insurance is only about $1000-1200 per year. Linda Townsend 

pointed out that we have lots of grant money that hasn’t been spent so 

fundraising should perhaps not be a primary motivation at the present 

time.  

Anne noted that most members think this is not the time to get non-

profit status. Teresita said it is too hard to fund raise in this economy and 

that we are not ready. Pam suggested we need the Township relationship 

and moved that we should table the matter; Linda B. seconded and the 

resolution was passed. 

Education Committee Report: Sue and Alan Remde did a program on 

March 9th entitled “Nature Under the Microscope”. The children had a 

wonderful time. The art contest will be cancelled.  

John Gaskins, Secretary  


